
IN THE immediate aftermath of the passing of 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on December 31, 

2022, tributes began to pour in from all over the 

world such was the high regard that the late Holy 

Father was held in, both from Catholics and non-

Catholics alike. 

While lauded as one of the Church’s greatest  

20th century thinkers and theologians. He  

produced three very powerful encyclicals during 

his Papacy—Deus caritas est (God is love), Spe Salvi 

(Saved By Hope) and Caritas in Veritate (Love in 

Truth). He was equally revered for his gentleness, 

his holiness and his humility, describing himself 

as a ‘humble worker in the vineyard of the Lord,’ 

something we can all aspire to. 

What is perhaps less well-known, however, was 

Pope Benedict XVI’s great love for the missions 

and missionaries. He Canonised a number of 

missionary saints, including: St Damien of Molokai, 

St Mary of the Cross and St Peter Calungsod and 

often wrote and spoke about the importance of 

mission in the Church. To pay our own tribute, 

we would like to share with you some of his 

quotes about the mission in this newsletter. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Requiescat in pace 

WE WERE all very saddened to hear the news 
of Pope Benedict XVI’s death. He was one 
of the outstanding thinkers and theologians 
of the 20th century, a central figure in the 
explaining and implementation of the new 
vision of the Church which emerged from 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). At its 
heart, Vatican II sought to move the Church 
from being a ‘fortress Church’ to going out 
to the world and dialoguing with it, to 
being much more of a ‘Missionary Church.’ 

At a personal level, Pope Benedict was a 
gentle and charming person. I had the 
pleasure of meeting him twice. The first  
occasion was very brief, while he was still 
Cardinal Ratzinger, but I was struck by how 
alive his eyes were, full of intelligence,  
giving his full attention, listening intently. 
He lived outside of himself—in the ‘other.’ 

My second encounter with him, towards 
the end of his Papacy, was a ten-minute 
conversation alone with him. There were 
the same bright eyes and intent listening 
as before, but he seemed even more gentle. 
He radiated holiness and peace, a tangible 
presence of God, so much so that it was as 
if he was simultaneously both fully in this 
world and in heaven. He witnessed to the 
divine just by his very being. 

Like Pope Paul VI before him, Pope  
Benedict was much misunderstood and 
misrepresented, but it was on his journeys 
and in his encyclicals and letters that he 
was able to demonstrate his real spirit, that 
truth and love can never be separated, 
that doctrine and poetry together present 
a fuller picture of faith and life. 

As well as his writings, his deep concern 
for young people and his sincere reaching 
out to other churches and faiths, one of his 
legacies will be the far-sighted and hope-
filled vision he had of the Church of the  
future. The Church will change and be  
different but it will be better, more holy, 
sharing more fully in Christ’s mission to 
bring the love of the Father to all humanity 
and all the earth. 

He is surely at peace because his was a life 
of service and love for God and humanity. 

Our prayers go to Pope Francis who has 
lost a friend and to those who cared for 
Pope Benedict in his final years. 
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Schools get moo-ving for Missio!
Last year saw the launch of 

our new mascot—Missy 
Moo, the Heilan Coo—

whose job is to work with 
Catholic schoolchildren to 

help them better understand 
the work of Missio Scotland 

and help their schools  
become ‘Five Star Missio 

Scotland Schools,’ a  
challenge that some 

schools, such as St Kevin’s 
Primary School in Bargeddie 

(right), are rising to!  
 

To find out more visit: 
www.missioscotland.com/

missymoo

Another tragic year of  
lives lost for their faith
AFTER a year in which 18 missionaries were 

killed for their faith, 2023 continued this 

sad trend with news that Fr Jacques Yaro 

Zerbo was killed in the village of Soro, in 

the Boucle du Mouhoun region of Burkina 

Faso by unidentified armed men at the  

beginning of January.  

The 67-year-old Malian priest (above) was 

killed working in a region of the country 

that has been most affected by terrorism.  

Africa was the continent that saw most 

missionaries killed in 2022—nine in total—

followed by Latin American with eight, while 

one missionary lost their life for their faith 

in Asia. 

These men and women included: priests 

killed on their way to celebrate Mass; a  

religious female doctor murdered at the  

diocesan health centre; a missionary killed 

during an assault on the mission where she 

looked after young girls; and a pastoral 

worker, murdered on his way to church to 

lead a Liturgy of the Word for the faithful 

of that area, who had no resident priest. 

Pope Benedict XVI had a passion for mission

Discipleship and  
mission are like two sides of a  

single coin: when the disciple is in  
love with Christ, he cannot stop  

proclaiming to the world that only in 
Him do we find salvation. In effect,  

the disciple knows that without  
Christ there is no light, no  

hope, no love, no  
future.

In its precise sense,  
evangelisation is the missio ad  

gentes directed to those who do not 
know Christ. In a wider sense, it is used  
to describe ordinary pastoral work, 
while the phrase ‘new evangelisation,’ 

designates pastoral outreach to  
those who no longer practise  

the Christian faith.

The Church, which  
received the mission to  

evangelise from her Lord, knows  
that the Gospel is destined for all people, 
—in particular the new generations—  
to quench that thirst for truth which 

all people carry in their heart and 
which is all too often obscured  

by the many things that  
fill life.

I remember and thank the Pontifical  
Mission Societies, instruments for cooperation in the  

universal mission of the Church across the world.  
 

Through their action, the proclamation of the Gospel also becomes an  
intervention on behalf of one’s neighbour, justice for the poorest, the  

possibility of education in the most remote villages, medical aid in isolated 
places, emancipation from poverty, rehabilitation of the marginalised,  

support for the development of peoples, overcoming ethnic  
divisions and respect for life in all its stages.

The Church’s mission  
stands in need of the  

contribution of each and every one  
of her members, especially of the lay 
faithful. In the walks of life to which 
the Lord has called you, in living out 

your Baptism, may you be  
courageous witnesses to the  

God of Jesus Christ
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